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To begin it is always important to remember the aim or purpose of all worship is to honour and glorify our 

Lord! So as our church seeks to continue to worship while respecting the social distancing restrictions and 

doing our part to love and preserve the lives of our neighbours, the question we must ask ourselves in 

recognition of our current context is “what practices, spiritual disciplines will most glorify our Lord in this 

season?”   

The following guidelines for worship in our homes is not meant to—nor could it—sufficiently replace our 

regular corporate worship on the Lord’s Day, it is simply in place of our regular corporate worship during this 

unprecedented season. While our corporate worship as a local church has always been limited by our ability to 

physically gather (illnesses, mothers of newborn infants, travel, etc.), our worship with our families pose fewer 

limitations, and thankfully our individual worship knows no bounds! (cf. John 4:20-24; Romans 12:1-2)  

Ultimately, we are blessed to be a church whose unity is not found in what we do together, it is found in God. 

Our unity is found in our heavenly Father who has united us together with Jesus Christ through faith, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. And what we do ought to manifest or express that reality in all seasons and 

circumstances! So our being led in our homes together by the same Spirit through the same Scriptures and 

message is an expression of our unity; not the foundation for it. 

Online resources (such as this document) can be used to bless our unity as churches, but in doing so it is 

important that we keep the big picture in mind and continually examine our practices lest these blessings one 

day become a curse because we became dependent upon our formats of worship rather than depending upon 

the true Vine (cf. John 15:4-5). How can we make the most of what technology can offer us as blessings of 

God’s natural creation, without becoming slaves to it? I think one way to do this is to apply the following 

question to everything we do. “Are we prepared at any moment to continue to worship our Lord in spirit and 

truth if these gifts (a church building, internet, video streaming, emails, etc.) were no longer available?” The 

moment we unintentionally begin setting ourselves up to use these “gifts” as necessities that we can’t do 

without, is when we begin to turn good gifts from God into idols we must have. In case you think I may be 

overdoing this point, consider the fact that if I mentioned one month ago we need to be prepared to worship 

in our homes on Sunday’s because we will soon no longer be legally permitted to physically gather, you would 

have said I’m crazy (and I would have said the same lol)! Power outages happen and internet connections fail; 

let us do all we can to be ready to lead one another in worship in our homes while remaining grateful for the 

gifts of technology we currently possess.  

Home Worship Leaders 

Fathers, husbands, spiritually single mothers/wives, and all those living on their own: the primary 
responsibility of spiritual leadership in your homes will fall upon each of you on Sunday morning as you 
worship together, as it has every other day of the week and should continue moving forward (cf. 
Deuteronomy 6:7; Ephesians 5:22-6:4; 2 Timothy 1:5). Regarding Lord’s Day worship for the time being, you’ve 
been promoted from getting you and your family to worship together at our church building to now leading 
yourselves and your families at home. That does not mean no one else has a part to play as you worship 
together in your homes—actually quite the opposite—as it is your responsibility to encourage everyone to 
participate in some way (whether that includes someone reading Scripture, or simply encouraging everyone to 
sing along, or to listen).  

For those who have struggled with this concept in the past—especially the men, may this provide a little 
awkward step towards a deeper obedience and joy as you step into your calling as the spiritual leaders of your 
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homes! We all know our wives would do a much better job (just being honest), but we aren’t called to do 
better, we are called to trust in our Lord and honour His Word. This is not a call for wives to step back, but for 
husbands to step "down" and get your hands dirty and serve your families as Christ served the Church. Christ 
is our Head, both in our homes and when we gather, let us all conduct ourselves accordingly! 

For those who are alone, may the knowledge of God’s presence and the indwelling Spirit bless you as we do 
what we can to worship together in one Spirit. As I considered this Colossians 2:5 immediately came to mind, 
“For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness 
of your faith in Christ.” May this be our experience during this season. 

Live Streamed Sermon (cf. Matt 28:20; Jn 14:26; 17:17; Acts 2:42; 1 Tim 4:13; 2 Tim 4:2) 

The plan is to provide the sermon live @ 11:00am every Sunday on our YouTube channel "Vankleek Hill 
Baptist Church" (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-PoFVUuTQV6t3kFt_NDdtQ)   

In regards to the biblical grounds for hearing the word of God preached impersonally online in extraordinary 
circumstances such as the COVID-19 pandemic, God’s instruction for the primary means and emphasise for 
proclaiming the gospel is upon the sending of the human messenger (in person) whenever possible (cf. 
Romans 10:13-15), but we also acknowledge the extraordinary circumstances by the written letters of the 
Apostles and even by the spread of the printed Scriptures themselves, that God has been pleased through out 
history to draw people to himself upon the hearing of his Word by any means He so chooses. It is a stretch of 
the context, but in this regard I think of Philippians 1:18 “…What then? Only that in every way, whether in 
pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice.” (cf. Romans 1:11-13; 2 
Corinthians 10:13-16; Philippians 1:12-18; 2 John 2:12) 

Praying (cf. Acts 2:42; Colossians 4:2) 

Consider applying the principles or outline of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) or the acronym ACTS 

(Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication) to your prayers in relationship to the world, our nation, 

the church globally and locally, VKHBC, and our families. Grab your church directory and go through one or to 

people to pray for each week. And Pray that God would open our eyes to see the unique opportunities in 

these days and grant us the courage to witness to the hope and peace we have in Christ (cf. Colossians 4:2-6). I 

will be providing suggestions for prayer each weekend. 2 Thessalonians 3:1 “Finally, brothers, pray for us, that 

the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among you…” 

The pattern of Christ, indeed the universal pattern for all godly men and woman throughout the Scriptures as 

dangers, changes, and challenges increased, was to respond with an increase in turning to God in prayer. 

Therefore, in the coming weeks we plan to send out a suggestion for a particular focus or theme for our 

church to bring to our Lord together in prayer and fasting on Wednesdays. Of course, please pray for these 

things and others throughout the whole week as you are led by the Holy Spirit and exercise your regular (or 

new) daily spiritual disciplines. But in pursuit of greater encouragement to continue earnestly in prayer as a 

church, I think it would be beneficial if we extended some effort to unite on a specific day each week in prayer 

over a particular theme.  You will receive each week’s theme by email prior to Wednesday.  

Reading Scripture (cf. 1 Timothy 4:13) 

I will provide weekly suggestions through email. Consider dividing verses among different kids to read if you’d 

like, or for families with young kids only read a few verses and ask them what they think it means and then 

help explain as needed. If you are on your own, meditate upon its meaning and application. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-PoFVUuTQV6t3kFt_NDdtQ/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-PoFVUuTQV6t3kFt_NDdtQ/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-PoFVUuTQV6t3kFt_NDdtQ
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Singing (cf. Psalm 33:1-3; Matthew 26:30; Ephesians 5:18-21; Colossians 3:16-17) 

There are many reasons the people of God have a long history of singing to our Lord to worship him—the first 

of all being God’s command (e.g. Col 3:16). Regarding singing let me further encourage you: use whatever 

musical skills and instruments those in your home may possess to musically assist your singing. This option is 

preferable and the longer we meet for Lord’s day worship in our homes the more beneficial it will become for 

people to invest time into developing their own vocal abilities for the purpose of growing in the blessing and 

obedience of this command from God. Let us make the most of the external gifts God has given us, and at the 

same time beware of our tendency in the flesh to become unnecessarily dependent upon the help of external 

instruments and amplified productions to be moved inwardly to worship; rather it must be the internal work 

of the Spirit and Truth of God moving us to an outward expression of worship through those resources. 

Consider playing the songs I provide in the weekly playlists available on our YouTube channel, but if you are 

unfamiliar or don’t have access to the written music, please choose hymns and songs you are comfortable 

playing and leading in your home.  

I do understand some people are truly hopeless in the "music department" (again highlighting a blessing of 

gathering with the larger body with various gifts), and for this reason I will continue to provide weekly worship 

music playlists on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-PoFVUuTQV6t3kFt_NDdtQ/playlists). The adds 

are distracting but the videos I’ve selected all include lyrics making this a simple option that could be helpful to 

some. 

You are also welcome to select your own songs from your own or other God honouring resources.    

Communion (cf. Luke 22:19; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34) 

While I have not written off partaking of the Lord’s Supper "together" from our homes in the long term, for 

now we are going to hold off on that and wait and see what the future holds in the coming months and seek 

to develop more clarity on this matter theologically and then practically. If you are interested in further 

dialogue on this particular challenge as the result of social distancing, I encourage you to watch this helpful 

YouTube video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZFv7a7JVZE&feature=youtu.be  made by some friends of mine 

in Alberta as the church seeks to faithfully apply a biblical theology of communion to our current situation. I 

am taking a similar “let’s wait and see” approach to Baptism as well for those who have not yet walked in 

obedience in this way and desire to do so (cf. Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:38). 

Tithes & Offerings (cf. Acts 2:45-46; Romans 15:25-27; Galatians 2:10; 1 Timothy 5:17) 

For those who desire to contribute financially to our church’s ministry you can do so for the time being online 
at our website at https://vkhbc.churchcenter.com/giving or you may send a cheque, in your church offering 
envelope, enclosed in a regular envelope to the Shuh’s home address (see directory for address).  
 

Family Discipleship & Learning Resources (cf. Deuteronomy 6:7; Ephesians 5:22-6:4) 

• On the note of family worship and devotions let me also encourage you all to continue to use the New 
City Catechism (http://newcitycatechism.com/new-city-catechism/#15) as a tool to guide your family 
discipleship and worship times through out the week. As of the week of April 5-11, we are 
on Question & Answer 15.  

• Some other trustworthy resources for young families can be found through Founders Ministries at 
https://founders.org/2020/04/01/resources-for-families-during-coronavirus-quarantine/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-PoFVUuTQV6t3kFt_NDdtQ/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZFv7a7JVZE&feature=youtu.be
https://vkhbc.churchcenter.com/giving
http://newcitycatechism.com/new-city-catechism/#15
https://founders.org/2020/04/01/resources-for-families-during-coronavirus-quarantine/
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Guideline/Template for Lord’s Day 

Worship in your Homes 
 

 
As the worship leaders of your homes as instructed above, you are responsible to add, 
exchange, and rearrange as the Holy Spirit leads you.   
 

1. Open with Scripture reading & prayer – a Scripture suggestion will be included here in weekly email 
2. Sing – one or two songs  
3. Read more Scripture together – another Scripture suggestion will be here 
4. Pray together  
5. Sing – one or two songs   
6. Listen to the sermon live on YouTube @ 11am   

 - Sermon questions for kids will be provided in weekly email here:   
7. Sing a closing song 
 

 

May the Spirit of God lead us all, according to the truth of the Word of Christ, to the glory of 

God the Father!   

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Scott 

  


